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Medical Assistant Job Guide
A grounded, step-by-step playbook to landing a real Medical Assistant job—

what it pays, what you’ll do, and the shortcuts that get you hired faster.

📌  Updated for 2026 🧾  $36,000–$52,000 Typical US base pay (source: job boards, 2024)

📣  @jobhacki · JobHacki Community

🚀 Start Fast

Clear first steps you can take

this week.

📋 Real Sources

Built from people who

actually did it.

💰 Honest Numbers

Source-reported pay, costs,

and risks.

Get the Full Guide Vault →

🔒  Includes checklists, scripts & source-backed insights
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This guide is for job seekers aiming for a real, hireable Medical Assistant position—whether

you’re new to healthcare, switching careers, or looking to move up from entry-level roles. It’s

designed for those who want specifics: the exact steps, certifications, and resume keywords

that get you hired, not generic advice.

$36,000–$52,000
Typical US base pay (2024, source: job boards)

4–12 months
Time to qualify (typical MA program or

certification)

CCMA, CMA, RMA
Certifications (see below for details)

Medical Assistant,
Certified Medical
Assistant, Clinical
Medical Assistant,
Medical Office
Assistant, Medical
Administrative
Assistant
Alternate job titles to search

Stepful, Red Cross,
AAMA, NHA
Where to get certified or upskilljobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Who This Guide Is For

▸ MODULE 02

Opportunity Snapshot
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Medical Assistant roles are in high demand and offer a direct path into healthcare without a

multi-year degree. Many clinics and hospitals hire for both front- and back-office roles, and

the skills are portable across specialties. Entry is possible in under a year with the right

certification, and the job can be a launchpad to nursing, billing/coding, or office management.

Medical Assistants handle both clinical and administrative tasks in clinics, hospitals, and

specialty practices. Typical duties include taking patient histories, measuring vital signs,

assisting with exams, preparing lab samples, scheduling appointments, managing records,

and handling insurance paperwork. Some roles focus more on front-desk work (Medical

Administrative Assistant), while others are more hands-on with patient care (Clinical Medical

Assistant).

Source-reported pay for Medical Assistants in the US (2024):

- Entry-level: $16–$19/hr ($33,000–$39,000/year)

- 2–3 years’ experience or specialty clinics: $20–$25/hr ($41,000–$52,000/year)

Some hospital systems and dermatology/plastic surgery clinics report higher pay, especially in

urban areas. Overtime and shift differentials can add 5–10%. Advancement to Lead MA or

Office Manager can push pay to $55,000+.
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Why This Job Is Worth Looking At
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What The Job Actually Does
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Pay Potential — The Real Numbers
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Requirement Details

Minimum Education High school diploma or GED

Certification (strongly preferred) CCMA (NHA), CMA (AAMA), RMA (AMT), or equivalent

Background Check Required by most employers

CPR Certification Required by most clinics (Red Cross, YMCA, AHA)

Externship/Practicum Often required as part of MA program

Immunizations Proof of vaccination (MMR, Hep B, etc.)

Key skills for Medical Assistants include:

- Patient communication and bedside manner

- Accurate data entry and record-keeping

- Basic clinical skills (vitals, EKG, phlebotomy)

- Insurance and billing basics

- Scheduling and office software (Epic, Athenahealth, eClinicalWorks)

- HIPAA compliance

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Requirements

▸ MODULE 07

Skills Needed

▸ MODULE 08
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Certification Provider
Cost

(2024)
Notes

CCMA National Healthcareer Association

(NHA)

$155–

$200

Most widely accepted, 4–12

months prep

CMA American Association of Medical

Assistants (AAMA)

$125–

$250

Requires accredited MA

program

RMA American Medical Technologists

(AMT)

$120–

$135

Accepted by many

employers

CPR/BLS Red Cross, AHA, YMCA $40–

$115

2-year certification, required

for most jobs

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Certifications or Licenses

▸ MODULE 09

Beginner Roadmap

Research local job postings for 'Medical Assistant', 'Certified Medical Assistant', and

'Medical Office Assistant' to see employer preferences.

1

Choose a certification path: CCMA (NHA) is the most flexible for job seekers.2

Enroll in an accredited MA program (Stepful, local community college, or online).3

Complete required coursework and externship (usually 160–200 hours).4

Obtain CPR/BLS certification (in-person preferred; Red Cross or AHA).5

Pass the CCMA, CMA, or RMA exam.6

Prepare a resume using keywords from real job postings (see below).7

https://instagram.com/jobhacki
https://facebook.com/jobhacki
https://youtube.com/@jobhacki


jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Apply to clinics, hospitals, and specialty practices using the exact job titles listed above.8

▸ MODULE 10

7-Day Action Plan

Day 1: Search Indeed, LinkedIn, and local hospital sites for 'Medical Assistant' jobs. List

10 employers.

1

Day 2: Compare required certifications and note any preferred software (Epic,

Athenahealth, etc.).

2

Day 3: Register for a CPR/BLS course (Red Cross, YMCA, or AHA).3

Day 4: Research CCMA and CMA exam prep resources (NHA, AAMA).4

Day 5: Contact 2–3 local MA programs (community college, Stepful) for enrollment info.5

Day 6: Draft a resume using keywords from your target job postings.6

Day 7: Apply to at least 3 jobs using the copy/paste application script below.7

▸ MODULE 11

30-Day Action Plan

Weeks 1–2: Complete CPR/BLS certification and enroll in an MA program if not already

done.

1

Weeks 2–3: Begin MA coursework and schedule your externship/practicum.2

Week 3: Register for the CCMA, CMA, or RMA exam (if eligible).3

Week 4: Apply to 10+ jobs, tailoring your resume for each employer.4

https://instagram.com/jobhacki
https://facebook.com/jobhacki
https://youtube.com/@jobhacki


Paste these keywords into your resume (customize for each job):
jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Ongoing: Network with current MAs on LinkedIn and ask about shadowing or volunteer

opportunities.

5

▸ MODULE 12

Insider Secrets & Shortcuts

Stepful offers a free clinical kit for at-home MA skills practice—use this to prep for

hands-on portions of interviews and externships. (Source: Stepful offer)

1

Red Cross and YMCA CPR/BLS certifications are accepted by most employers and can

be completed in a single day—book in-person for hands-on experience. (Source: creator

transcript)

2

Use the exact job title from the employer’s posting in your resume and application

—'Medical Assistant', 'Certified Medical Assistant', or 'Medical Office Assistant'—to pass

automated screening. (Source: job board listings)

3

For resume keywords, copy from real job descriptions: 'vital signs', 'Epic', 'patient intake',

'insurance verification', 'phlebotomy', 'HIPAA compliance'. (Source: job board and

transcript analysis)

4

Some clinics will hire you before certification if you’re enrolled in an accredited program

and have a scheduled exam—note this in your application. (Source: job board postings)

5

Apply to both hospital systems and specialty clinics (dermatology, orthopedics,

pediatrics) for higher pay and more varied experience. (Source: creator transcript, job

board data)

6

▸ MODULE 13

Exact Resume Keywords
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- Medical Assistant

- Certified Medical Assistant (CCMA/CMA/RMA)

- Patient intake

- Vital signs

- EKG

- Phlebotomy

- Electronic Medical Records (Epic, Athenahealth, eClinicalWorks)

- Insurance verification

- HIPAA compliance

- Patient scheduling

- Front desk

- Clinical procedures

- CPR/BLS certified

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

▸ MODULE 14

Copy/Paste Application Script
▸ MODULE 15

Interview Talking Points

Describe your hands-on experience with vital signs, EKG, and phlebotomy (even if from

externship or Stepful kit).

1

Explain your familiarity with EMR systems—name the specific software (Epic,

Athenahealth, etc.) if possible.

2
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Caution

Beware of job postings that require upfront fees for placement or 'guaranteed' jobs—

legitimate employers do not charge applicants. Avoid listings that do not specify a real

clinic or hospital name. If a role offers pay far above the local average ($60,000+ for

entry-level), verify the employer and check for reviews on Glassdoor or Indeed. Never

provide your SSN or bank info before a formal job offer.

“"Certification is 2 years. It ranges from like $40 to $115. Go to Red Cross, you can go to

YMCA, you go to several different places to get this certification."”

— Creator transcript: Licensing and certifications

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Emphasize your CPR/BLS certification and readiness to handle emergencies.3

Show understanding of HIPAA and patient confidentiality.4

Mention your ability to manage both front-desk and clinical tasks.5

Ask about training, mentorship, and advancement opportunities.6

▸ MODULE 16

Red Flags / Scams To Avoid

▸ MODULE 17

Source Notes

Stepful: How To Get a FREE Clinical Kit With Stepful | Practice MA Skills at Home[1]

Red Cross, YMCA, AHA: CPR/BLS Certification[2]

Job board listings: Indeed, LinkedIn, hospital systems (2024)[3]
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Tap straight into search results, certification training, and paid apprenticeships for this path.

🔎  DIRECT SEARCH LINKS

Indeed — open roles biggest board ↗

LinkedIn Jobs apply + network ↗

ZipRecruiter 1-click apply ↗

Google — near me local + niche boards ↗

Glassdoor — real salaries verify pay ↗

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

Creator transcript: Licensing and certifications[4]

Creator transcript: Medical Assistant — This video describes the registered medical assistant role in a

hospital

[5]

Creator transcript: Mastering Medical Assistant Questions: A Comprehensive Review with Dani[6]

▸ RESOURCE GUIDE

Resources, Certifications & Direct Links

https://www.indeed.com/jobs?q=medical+assistant
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/search/?keywords=medical+assistant
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/candidate/search?search=medical+assistant
https://www.google.com/search?q=medical+assistant+jobs+near+me
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/index.htm?keyword=medical+assistant
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🎓  Certifications & Training — direct links 1 free · 4 paid

CPC Medical Coding (AAPC) Medical coding cert Paid ↗

Phlebotomy / CNA (Red Cross) Healthcare entry certs Free ↗

ABRET EEG Tech (R. EEG T.)
Neurodiagnostic/EEG tech credential — $78K+

path, 1-2yr
Paid ↗

HSPA CRCST (Sterile Processing)
Sterile processing tech cert — hospital

path, ~4-6mo
Paid ↗

NREMT (EMT Basic) EMT cert — fast entry healthcare, ~3-4mo Paid ↗

Hack

Set a saved-search alert on Indeed + LinkedIn for this exact term — new roles hit your

inbox before they're crowded.

Every tool for this path, grouped by category. Free tools first, paid last. Tap any logo to open

it.

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

▸ TOOL GUIDE

Tool Stack — Organized by Category

https://www.aapc.com/certification/cpc/
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class
https://abret.org/candidates/credentials/eeg/
https://myhspa.org/certification/get-certified/crcst.html
https://www.nremt.org/
https://instagram.com/jobhacki
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Job Boards 7 free · 0 paid

Indeed Largest job board Free ↗

LinkedIn Jobs Jobs + networking Free ↗

Remote OK Remote jobs board Free ↗

USAJOBS Federal government jobs Free ↗

We Work Remotely Remote-only jobs Free ↗

Wellfound Startup + tech jobs Free ↗

ZipRecruiter Quick-apply job board Free ↗

jobhacki.com · @jobhacki
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Learning & Certifications 6 free · 3 paid

AWS Skill Builder Free AWS cloud training Free ↗

Coursera Courses (audit free) Free ↗

freeCodeCamp Free coding + certs Free ↗

HubSpot Academy Free sales/marketing certs Free ↗

Professor Messer Free CompTIA training Free ↗

Salesforce Trailhead Free Salesforce admin path Free ↗

CompTIA CertMaster Official A+/Net+/Sec+ prep Paid ↗

Google Career Certificates Job-ready certs (IT/data/cyber/UX) Paid ↗

Udemy Cheap skill courses Paid ↗

Gig & Delivery 5 free · 0 paid

Amazon Flex Package delivery blocks Free ↗

Angi Local service leads Free ↗

DropOff Medical courier contracts Free ↗

Roadie On-demand delivery gigs Free ↗

Thumbtack Find local service clients Free ↗
jobhacki.com · @jobhacki

https://skillbuilder.aws/
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https://academy.hubspot.com/
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https://trailhead.salesforce.com/
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https://grow.google/
https://udemy.com/
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https://angi.com/
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Resume & ATS 5 free · 0 paid

Jobscan ATS keyword matching Free ↗

Kickresume Templates + AI writer Free ↗

Resume Worded Resume + LinkedIn scoring Free ↗

Rezi AI ATS resume builder Free ↗

Teal Resume builder + job tracker Free ↗

Money tip

Stack the free tools first. Only pay once a tool is directly making or saving you money.
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TH E  J O B H A C K I  A R S E N A L

This guide is 1% of what members get
The community unlocks the tools that do the heavy lifting for you:

🎬 OmniCut

Upload any video — get back a

timestamped, cut-by-cut edit blueprint:

hooks, vocal cues, effects and animation

calls, all mapped to the viral frameworks
behind our own content. You (or your AI

editor) just follow the map.

📄 JobHacki Resume Builder

Our exact one-page, recruiter-tested

template — auto-built from your LinkedIn in

minutes, exported as an editable doc + PDF.

🎯 JobHacki Readiness Simulator

Paste any job link. Get tested on what the

role actually requires, see your readiness

score, and get the fastest study path to
close the gaps.

🗺 Atlas Directory

Every guide and career path we publish —

refreshed by 24/7 AI researchers so you

never act on stale info.

Join the JobHacki Community →

Join free today — founding-member pricing locks in before the tools go paid.

WH AT  E A C H  TO O L  A CTUA L LY  D O E S

OmniCut

OmniCut watches your entire video the way an elite editor would — every frame, the full

transcript, your offer and what you're actually selling — then runs it through the viral

frameworks behind our own content. What you get back is a timestamped editing score:

your video chopped into 10-second sequences, each with exact vocal cues, audio cues,

effect calls and animation directions. Copy a sequence, paste it into Gemini Omni, and

generate that cut — then the next, then the next, until the whole edit is done. Runs as a

custom GPT inside ChatGPT (you'll need a ChatGPT account), purpose-built for Gemini

Omni video editing the day it drops.
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JobHacki Resume Builder

Drop in your LinkedIn (or paste your experience) and it rebuilds everything into the exact

one-page format we use: tight summary line, education with the details recruiters scan

for, metric-driven experience bullets, and the 10-category skills stack that beats ATS

keyword filters. Out comes a polished PDF plus a fully editable doc — change any line later

without starting over. Single-industry and multi-industry versions included.

JobHacki Readiness Simulator

Paste a real job posting link. The simulator breaks down what that role actually demands

— skills, tools, terminology, scenarios — and tests you on it: multiple choice, written

answers, even voice roleplay for interviews and sales calls. You get a Readiness Score out

of 100 across skill match, tool match, communication and interview readiness, plus the

exact study plan to close your gaps — linked straight to the guides, certs and resources

that fix them.

Atlas Directory

The full living library: 100+ grounded, step-by-step playbooks across AI businesses,

careers, trades, healthcare paths and side income — every one built from people who

actually did it, never theory. Our AI researchers monitor hundreds of creators and sources

around the clock, so tools, pay data and methods stay current. Search it, filter it, read

online or download any guide as a PDF.
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Created by JobHacki · @jobhacki · JobHacki Community · Version 2026

Income figures in this guide are source-reported or estimates from real creators and practitioners — not guarantees.

Income depends on location, skill, speed, and demand. Verify pay rates and offers before applying or buying.
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