JobHacki
OPPORTUNITY GUIDE

Grounded in 15+ sources

Free Certification Paths That
Lead to Real Jobs

A practical, up-to-date guide to landing real jobs using free certifications—
featuring exact programs, resume keywords, and application scripts.

o Updated for 2026 £ 50+ Real job paths with free certs &5 @jobhacki - JobHacki Community

fﬁ Start Fast D Real Sources Honest Numbers
Clear first steps you can take Built from people who Source-reported pay, costs,
this week. actually did it. and risks.

Get the Full Guide Vault >

@ Includes checklists, scripts & source-backed insights

Who This Guide Is For Opportunity Snapshot
Why This Job Is Worth Looking At What The Job Actually Does
Pay Potential — The Real Numbers Requirements
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Who This Guide Is For

This guide is for job seekers who want to qualify for real, employer-posted jobs using free

certifications—without a degree or expensive bootcamp. If you're changing careers, re-

entering the workforce, or upskilling for a better role, you'll find exact programs, keywords,

and shortcuts here.

MODULE 02

Opportunity Snapshot

$55K-$120K 0-90 days

Typical pay range (source-reported, varies by Time to qualify (many certs can be earned in

field) under a month)

100% Free 50+ roles

Certification cost (see program list) Real jobs that accept free certs (see catalog

below)

MODULE 03

Why This Job Is Worth Looking At

Free certifications can unlock real, full-time jobs in tech, healthcare, trades, and more.
Employers increasingly accept industry certs as proof of skill—sometimes in place of a
degree. Many programs are backed by top companies (Google, IBM, HubSpot, CompTIA,
Home Depot) or government agencies. Some roles start at $55K+ and can be reached in

under 30 days.

MODULE 04
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What The Job Actually Does

Roles vary by field, but all listed jobs are W-2 positions posted by real employers. Examples: IT

Support Specialists troubleshoot tech issues; Medical Billing & Coding Specialists process

healthcare claims; Tech Sales Reps sell SaaS products to businesses; Cybersecurity Analysts

monitor networks for threats; Trade Trainees assist licensed professionals on job sites. See

the master catalog for specifics.

MODULE 05

Pay Potential — The Real Numbers

$60K-$80K

Entry-level Tech Sales (source:
@RecruitmentPq, @AramideOyekunle)

$60K-$90K

Medical Billing & Coding (remote, after 12-18

months)

$55K-$80K

Skilled Trades (HVAC, Carpentry, Electrician
Trainee—Home Depot, source: @BehizyTweets)

MODULE 06

jobhacki.com - @jobhacki

$55K-$75K

IT Support /| Help Desk (CompTIA A+ or Google
IT Support)

$70K-$120K

Cybersecurity Analyst (CompTIA Security+ or
Google Cybersecurity)
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Requirements

2] )

IT Support

Cybersecurity
Analyst

Medical Billing &
Coding

Tech Sales

Trade Trainee

MODULE 07

Education

HS diploma
or GED

HS diploma
or GED

HS diploma
or GED

No degree

required

No degree

required

Skills Needed

Most roles require basic digital literacy, communication, and willingness to learn. For

Cert Needed

Google IT Support, CompTIA

A+

Google Cybersecurity,
CompTIA Security+

Free Udemy/YouTube prep,
AAPC cert (paid exam)

Google/HubSpot Sales Cert,

company training

Home Depot free training

Other Requirements

Basic computer skills

Background check

(some roles)

Attention to detail

Strong communication

Physical ability,

background check

IT/Cybersecurity: troubleshooting, network basics, and security concepts. For Medical Billing:

attention to detail and data entry. For Tech Sales: persuasion and CRM familiarity. Trades

require hands-on ability and safety awareness.

MODULE 08
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Certifications or Licenses

Certification Provider Duration

Google IT Support Coursera Free 1-3
Certificate (audit) months
CompTIA YouTube/@cyberchenti Free Varies

Security+ (prep)

HubSpot Sales HubSpot Academy Free 1 week

Software Cert

Home Depot Path Home Depot Free Varies
to Pro
Medical Billing & Udemy/YouTube Free 2-4
Coding Prep weeks
MODULE 09
Beginner Roadmap

0 Pick a target job from the catalog below.

a Enroll in the matching free certification (see links above).
e Complete the coursework and save your certificate or badge.
° Update your resume with the exact certification name.

e Search for jobs using alternate titles (see catalog).

0 Apply directly on employer sites and major job boards.

ackikésneds}a&ﬁopy/paste script below to highlight your new credential.

Accepted For

IT Support, Help
Desk

Cybersecurity
Analyst

Tech Sales Rep

HVAC, Carpentry,

Electrical Trainee

Medical
Billing/Coding

f
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MODULE 10

7-Day Action Plan

Day 1: Research 3-5 target roles and pick one.

Day 2: Register for the free certification (Google, HubSpot, Home Depot, etc.).
Day 3-5: Complete the first half of the course—take notes on key concepts.
Day 6: Finish the course and download your certificate.

Day 7: Update your resume and LinkedIn with the new cert. Apply to 5 jobs using the

script below.

MODULE 11

30-Day Action Plan

a Week 1: Complete the full certification course.
a Week 2: Join a relevant online community (Discord, LinkedIn group, Reddit).
a Week 3: Apply to 10-20 jobs using alternate titles and keywords.

° Week 4: Prepare for interviews using the talking points below. Schedule at least 2

informational interviews with people in the field.

MODULE 12

Insider Secrets & Shortcuts

1  Audit Coursera's Google IT Support or Cybersecurity certificate for free—only pay if you

jobhackiw@ntathemafficial badge (source: course platform). f o
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2 For CompTIA Security+ prep, use @cyberchenti's recommended YouTube playlists and

free practice exams before paying for the exam itself.

3 Home Depot's Path to Pro offers free, in-person trade training in HVAC, carpentry, and

electrical—no experience needed (source: @BehizyTweets).

4  Medical Billing & Coding: Use free Udemy and YouTube courses for prep, then apply for

entry-level roles that offer on-the-job training (source: @udemylive, @DocsExplainFM).

5 Tech Sales: HubSpot Academy and Google Digital Garage both offer free sales

certifications accepted by many SaaS employers (source: transcripts, HubSpot).

6 Always search for alternate job titles—e.g., 'Help Desk Technician', 'Service Desk

Analyst', 'IT Support Specialist'—to find more openings (transcript tip).

MODULE 13

Exact Resume Keywords

Use these exact keywords to pass applicant tracking systems: 'Google IT Support Certificate',
'CompTIA Security+ (in progress/completed)’, 'HubSpot Sales Software Certified', 'Home
Depot Path to Pro Graduate', 'Medical Billing & Coding Training', 'Entry-Level IT Support’,

'Customer Success', 'Technical Support', 'Healthcare Claims Processing', 'Trade Apprentice'.

MODULE 14

Copy/Paste Application Script

MODULE 15
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Interview Talking Points

1  Explain how you completed the [Certification Name] program and what hands-on

projects or labs you did.

2 Describe a specific module or tool you mastered (e.g., 'l used the Google IT Support labs

to troubleshoot real-world network issues').

3 Mention your ability to learn quickly and adapt to new systems, referencing the self-
paced nature of the course.

4 |f asked about experience, highlight transferable skills from the cert and any volunteer or

freelance work.

5 Ask about the company's onboarding and training for new hires with certifications.

MODULE 16

Red Flags | Scams To Avoid

(
Watch Out For These

Never pay for a certification that is advertised as 'free'—official providers like Google,
HubSpot, Home Depot, and CompTIA offer legitimate free or low-cost options. Avoid
third-party 'broker lists' or job placement fees (source: transcript, Alicia Harris). If

someone asks for money to 'guarantee’' a job after a free cert, it's a scam.

MODULE 17
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Source Notes

“Home Depot has started giving out free training to Americans who want to work in

HVAC, carpentry, electricity, & construction.”

Summer of CCNA LIVE Launch Party transcript

YouTube: CompTIA Security+ exam prep by @cyberchenti

Home Depot Path to Pro (official site, @BehizyTweets)

Google IT Support Professional Certificate (Coursera)

HubSpot Academy Sales Software Certification

Udemy/YouTube free Medical Billing & Coding prep (@udemylive, @DocsExplainFM)
X/Twitter posts: @RecruitmentPg, @AramideOyekunle, @cyberchenti

Job board listings: Indeed, LinkedIn, Google Jobs

RESOURCE GUIDE

Resources, Certifications & Direct Links
Tap straight into search results, certification training, and paid apprenticeships for this path.

& DIRECT SEARCH LINKS

Indeed — open roles biggest board
LinkedIn Jobs apply + network
ZipRecruiter 1-click apply
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Google — near me local + niche boards

Glassdoor — real salaries verify pay
@ Certifications & Training — direct links 1 free - 0 paid
ﬂ Professor Messer (free Sec+/A+) 100% free cert training Free
Hack

Set a saved-search alert on Indeed + BiRkedIA for this exact term — new roles hit your

inbox before they're crowded.

TOOL GUIDE

Tool Stack — Organized by Category

Every tool for this path, grouped by category. Free tools first, paid last. Tap any logo to open

it.
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Job Boards 7 free - 0 paid

7 Indeed Largest job board Free

] LinkedinJobs Jobs + networking Free
w Remote OK Remote jobs board Free
& USAJOBS Federal government jobs Free
m We Work Remotely Remote-only jobs Free
w: Wellfound Startup + tech jobs Free
B ZipRecruiter Quick-apply job board Free
Resume & ATS 5 free - 0 paid

'} Jobscan ATS keyword matching Free
@ Kickresume Templates + Al writer Free
B Resume Worded Resume + LinkedIn scoring Free
rRezi  Rezi Al ATS resume builder Free
& Teal Resume builder + job tracker Free
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Al Assistants

5 free - 1 paid
® ChatGPT Writing, ideation, prompts, drafts Free
Claude Long docs, reasoning, coding, agents Free
¥ Google Gemini Google-integrated Al Free
Perplexity Al research with live sources Free
Poe Many Al models in one app Free
¥ Grok X-integrated Al Paid
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Learning & Certifications 6 free - 3 paid

AWS Skill Builder Free AWS cloud training Free
G Coursera Courses (audit free) Free
€) freeCodeCamp Free coding + certs Free

HubSpot Academy Free sales/marketing certs Free

g Professor Messer Free CompTIA training Free
@ Salesforce Trailhead Free Salesforce admin path Free
C CompTIA CertMaster Official A+/Net+/Sec+ prep Paid

3 Google Career Certificates Job-ready certs (IT/data/cyber/UX) Paid

o Udemy Cheap skill courses Paid

Productivity 4 free - @ paid

@ cCalendly Booking / scheduling calls Free

3 Google Sheets Trackers + light CRM Free

€3 Loom Screen-record pitches/looms Free

[ Notion Docs, dashboards, templates Free
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Content & Video 6 free - 2 paid
X CapCut Short-form video editing Free
X CapCut Commerce UGC ad templates Free
. Descript Edit video by editing text Free
I ElevenLabs Al voiceover Free
“s HeyGen Al avatar [ UGC video Free
OpusClip Al long-to-short clipping Free
® Runway Al video generation Paid
a Submagic Al captions + b-roll Paid
Money tip
Stack the free tools first. Only pay once a tool is directly making or saving you money.
MODULE 20
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Master Catalog: 50+ Real Jobs You Can Get With
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Free Certifications

Realistic
Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

IT Support

Specialist

Cybersecurity
Analyst

Tech Sales

Representative

Medical Billing
& Coding

Specialist

HVAC Trainee

jobhacki.com - @jobhacki

$55K-
$75K

$70K-
$120K

$60K-
$80K

$60K-
$90K

$55K-
$80K

1-3

months

2-4

months

2-4

weeks

1-2

months

months

Google IT
Support,
CompTIA A+

Google
Cybersecurity,
CompTIA

Security+

HubSpot Sales
Cert, Google
Digital Garage

Free
Udemy/YouTube
prep, AAPC

prep

Home Depot
Path to Pro

Google
Careers,
Indeed

LinkedIn,
CyberSN

SaaS
company
sites, Builtin

Remote job
boards,

hospital sites

Home Depot,
local

contractors

Help Desk
Technician,
Service Desk
Analyst,
Desktop
Support

SOC Analyst,
Security
Operations
Center Analyst,

InfoSec Analyst

SaaS Sales Rep,
SDR, BDR,
Account

Executive

Medical Claims
Processor,
Health
Information

Technician

HVAC Helper,
HVAC
Apprentice
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Realistic

Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

Carpentry
Trainee

Electrical

Trainee

Customer
Success

Specialist

Data Analyst
(entry)

Project
Coordinator

Digital
Marketing

Associate

Cloud Support

Associate
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$55K—
$75K

$60K-
$85K

$55K-
$70K

$60K-
$85K

$60K-
$80K

$55K—

$75K

$65K-
$90K

1-3

months

1-3

months

weeks

2-4

months

2-3

months

2-4

weeks

2-4

months

Home Depot
Path to Pro

Home Depot
Path to Pro

HubSpot
Customer

Success Cert

Google Data
Analytics Cert

Google Project
Management
Cert

Google Digital
Marketing Cert,
HubSpot Cert

AWS Cloud
Practitioner

(free prep)

Home Depot,

local builders

Home Depot,
electrical

contractors

SaaS
company

sites

Indeed,
LinkedIn

Glassdoor,
LinkedIn

Marketing job
boards

Amazon

Careers, Dice

Carpenter
Helper,
Construction

Laborer

Electrician
Apprentice,

Electrical Helper

Client Success
Rep, Customer
Support

Specialist

Junior Data
Analyst,
Business
Analyst

Project
Assistant, PMO

Coordinator

Marketing
Coordinator,
Digital
Marketing
Specialist

Cloud Support
Tech, Cloud

Operations

© f o
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Realistic

Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

Network
Support
Technician

Healthcare
Support
Worker

Medical

Receptionist

Bookkeeper

(entry)

Pharmacy
Technician

Trainee

Insurance
Claims

Processor

HR
Coordinator

Sales
Development

jobpélﬁcom - @jobhacki

$60K-
$80K

$55K-
$65K

$55K-
$65K

$55K-
$70K

$55K-
$65K

$60K-
$80K

$60K-
$75K

$60K-
$80K

2-3

months

2-4

weeks

weeks

2-4

weeks

2-3

months

2-4

weeks

2-3

months

2-4

weeks

Cisco CCNA
(free prep via
NetworkChuck
Academy)

Red Cross
CPR/First Aid
(free in some

states)

Medical Office
Admin Cert
(free prep)

QuickBooks
Online Cert

(free via Intuit)

Free Pharmacy
Tech prep
(YouTube)

Medical
Billing/Coding
prep

Google HR Cert
(free audit)

HubSpot Sales
Cert

Cisco, IT

staffing firms

Hospital sites,
Indeed

Hospital sites,

clinics

Remote job

boards

CVS,
Walgreens

Insurance
company
sites

HR job boards

SaaS
company

sites

Network
Technician,
Network

Support

Patient Care
Tech, Nursing

Assistant

Front Desk
Medical,
Medical Office
Assistant

Accounting
Clerk, Accounts
Payable Clerk

Pharmacy
Assistant,

Pharmacy Clerk

Claims
Specialist,

Claims Analyst

HR Assistant,
People

Operations

SDR, BDR,
Inside Sales Rep
© f o
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Realistic

Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

Technical
Support
Specialist

Customer
Service Rep

(remote)

Entry-Level
QA Tester

Remote
Medical

Scheduler

Healthcare

Claims Auditor

Entry-Level
Data Entry
Clerk

Entry-Level

Recruiter

Entry-Level
Paralegal

jobhacki.com - @jobhacki

$55K—
$75K

$55K-
$65K

$60K-
$75K

$55K-
$65K

$65K-
$85K

$55K-
$65K

$60K-
$75K

$60K-
$80K

1-3

months

2-4

weeks

2-3

months

2-4

weeks

2-3
months

2-4

weeks

2-3

months

2-4
months

Google IT
Support,
CompTIA A+

Customer
Service Cert
(free via

Coursera)

QA Testing Cert
(free prep)

Medical Admin
Cert (free prep)

Medical
Billing/Coding
prep

Typing/Data
Entry Cert (free)

Recruiting Cert

(free prep)

Paralegal Cert
(free prep)

IT job boards

Remote job

boards

QA job
boards

Hospital sites

Insurance
company

sites

Remote job

boards

Staffing

agencies

Law firm sites

IT Support
Tech, Desktop
Support

CSR, Call
Center Rep

Software Tester,
QA Analyst

Medical
Scheduler,
Appointment

Coordinator

Claims Auditor,

Claims Analyst

Data Entry
Specialist, Data

Processor

Talent
Acquisition
Coordinator,
Recruiting

Assistant

Legal Assistant,
Paralegal
Assistant® f o
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Realistic

Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

Entry-Level
Social Media
Manager

Entry-Level
Copywriter

Entry-Level
Graphic

Designer

Entry-Level
Web

Developer

Entry-Level
UX Designer

Entry-Level
Business

Analyst

Entry-Level
Operations

Coordinator

Entry-Level
Logistics

Coordinator

jobhacki.com - @jobhacki

$60K-
$80K

$55K-
$75K

$60K-
$80K

$65K-
$90K

$60K-
$85K

$65K-
$85K

$60K-
$75K

$60K-
$80K

2-4

weeks

2-4

weeks

2-4

months

2-4

months

2-4

months

2-3

months

2-3

months

2=

months

Social Media
Cert (free via
HubSpot)

Copywriting
Cert (free via
HubSpot)

Adobe Cert
(free prep)

HTML/CSS/JS
Cert (free via

FreeCodeCamp)

Google UX
Design Cert

Google Data
Analytics Cert

Operations Cert

(free prep)

Logistics Cert

(free prep)

Marketing job

boards

Remote job

boards

Design job
boards

Tech job
boards

Design job

boards

Business job

boards

Ops job
boards

Logistics job

boards

Social Media
Coordinator,
Content

Specialist

Content Writer,
Marketing
Writer

Junior Designer,

Visual Designer

Junior Web
Developer,
Front End

Developer

UX Researcher,
UX/UI Designer

BA, Junior
Business

Analyst

Operations
Assistant, Ops

Coordinator

Logistics
Assistant,
Shipping
Coordinator
© f o
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Realistic

Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

Entry-Level
Compliance
Analyst

Entry-Level
Environmental
Tech

Entry-Level

Lab Technician

Entry-Level
Sterile
Processing
Tech

Entry-Level
EEG Tech

Entry-Level
Water
Treatment

Operator

Entry-Level
Power Plant
Operator

Entry-Level
Lineman
Apprentice

jobhacki.com - @jobhacki

$65K—
$85K

$60K-
$80K

$60K-
$80K

$60K-
$80K

$65K-
$85K

$60K-
$80K

$70K-
$90K

$65K—
$85K

2-3

months

2-3

months

2-3

months

2-3

months

2-4

months

2-4

months

2-4

months

2-4

months

Compliance

Cert (free prep)

EPA Cert (free
prep)

Lab Tech Cert
(free prep)

Sterile
Processing Cert

(free prep)

EEG Tech Cert
(free prep)

Water Operator
Cert (free prep)

Power Plant

Cert (free prep)

Lineman Cert

(free prep)

Finance job

boards

Environmental

job boards

Hospital/lab

sites

Hospital sites

Hospital sites

Municipal job

boards

Utility job

boards

Utility job
boards

Compliance
Assistant, Risk
Analyst

Environmental
Technician,
Field Tech

Lab Assistant,
Laboratory

Technician

SPD Tech,
Sterile
Processing

Technician

Neurodiagnostic
Tech, EEG

Technician

Water Plant
Operator, Water
Operator

Trainee

Plant Operator,
Utility Operator

Lineworker
Apprentice,
Power Line
Technicid® f o
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Realistic

Pay

Time to

Qualify

Cert/License

Where to
Apply

Alternate Titles

Entry-Level
Elevator
Inspector

Entry-Level
Railroad
Switch

Operator

Entry-Level

Fire Inspector

Entry-Level
Emergency

Dispatcher

Entry-Level
Court Clerk

Entry-Level
Public Health
Worker

Entry-Level
Library

Technician

Entry-Level
GIS Technician
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$70K-
$90K

$70K-
$90K

$65K-
$85K

$55K-
$70K

$55K-
$70K

$55K—
$70K

$55K—
$65K

$60K-
$80K

2-4

months

2-4

months

2-4

months

2-3

months

2-3

months

2=

months

2-3

months

2-4
months

Elevator
Inspector Cert
(free prep)

Railroad Cert
(free prep)

Fire Inspector

Cert (free prep)

Dispatcher Cert
(free prep)

Court Clerk Cert
(free prep)

Public Health
Cert (free prep)

Library Tech
Cert (free prep)

GIS Cert (free
prep)

Municipal job

boards

Railroad
company

sites

Municipal job

boards

911 job

boards

Court job
boards

Public health
job boards

Library job
boards

GIS job
boards

Elevator
Inspector,
Elevator

Technician

Switch
Operator, Signal
Operator

Fire Inspector,
Fire Safety

Inspector

Emergency
Dispatcher,
Public Safety
Dispatcher

Court Clerk,
Judicial

Assistant

Health
Educator, Public
Health Assistant

Library
Assistant,

Library Tech

GIS Tech,
Mapping
Technicid® f @
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THE JOBHACKI ARSENAL

This guide is 1% of what members get

The community unlocks the tools that do the heavy lifting for you:

OmniCut
Upload any video — get back a

timestamped, cut-by-cut edit blueprint:
hooks, vocal cues, effects and animation
calls, all mapped to the viral frameworks
behind our own content. You (or your Al
editor) just follow the map.

ki

JobHacki Readiness Simulator

Paste any job link. Get tested on what the
role actually requires, see your readiness
score, and get the fastest study path to
close the gaps.

JobHacki Resume Builder

Our exact one-page, recruiter-tested
template — auto-built from your LinkedIn in
minutes, exported as an editable doc + PDF.

Atlas Directory

Every guide and career path we publish —
refreshed by 24/7 Al researchers so you
never act on stale info.

Join the JobHacki Community >

Join free today — founding-member pricing locks in before the tools go paid.

WHAT EACH TOOL ACTUALLY DOES

OmniCut

OmniCut watches your entire video the way an elite editor would — every frame, the full

transcript, your offer and what you're actually selling — then runs it through the viral

frameworks behind our own content. What you get back is a timestamped editing score:

your video chopped into 10-second sequences, each with exact vocal cues, audio cues,

effect calls and animation directions. Copy a sequence, paste it into Gemini Omni, and

generate that cut — then the next, then the next, until the whole edit is done. Runs as a

custom GPT inside ChatGPT (you'll need a ChatGPT account), purpose-built for Gemini

Omni video editing the day it drops.
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JobHacki Resume Builder

Drop in your LinkedIn (or paste your experience) and it rebuilds everything into the exact
one-page format we use: tight summary line, education with the details recruiters scan
for, metric-driven experience bullets, and the 10-category skills stack that beats ATS
keyword filters. Out comes a polished PDF plus a fully editable doc — change any line later
without starting over. Single-industry and multi-industry versions included.

JobHacki Readiness Simulator

Paste a real job posting link. The simulator breaks down what that role actually demands
— skills, tools, terminology, scenarios — and tests you on it: multiple choice, written
answers, even voice roleplay for interviews and sales calls. You get a Readiness Score out
of 100 across skill match, tool match, communication and interview readiness, plus the
exact study plan to close your gaps — linked straight to the guides, certs and resources
that fix them.

Atlas Directory

The full living library: 100+ grounded, step-by-step playbooks across Al businesses,
careers, trades, healthcare paths and side income — every one built from people who
actually did it, never theory. Our Al researchers monitor hundreds of creators and sources
around the clock, so tools, pay data and methods stay current. Search it, filter it, read
online or download any guide as a PDF.

f ®©@ jobhacki.com

Created by JobHacki - @jobhacki - JobHacki Community - Version 2026
Income figures in this guide are source-reported or estimates from real creators and practitioners — not guarantees.

Income depends on location, skill, speed, and demand. Verify pay rates and offers before applying or buying.
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